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CONSTANTINE COMES TO LIFE IN YORK EXHIBITION

Hands-on exhibition gives children a feel for Roman Britain

Schoolchildren will have a unique opportunity this year to see stunning Roman objects from the age of Constantine, including mosaics, textiles, jewellery and paintings.  The Yorkshire Museum’s major international exhibition, “Constantine the Great - York’s Roman Emperor”, will give pupils of all ages the chance to discover what life was like in Roman Britain.

The proclamation of Constantine as Emperor in York 1700 years ago is arguably the most significant event in Christendom since the death of Jesus Christ.  Constantine’s rule ended the persecution of Christians and reunited the East and West within Europe’s greatest empire.  To mark the anniversary of his proclamation, the Yorkshire Museum is bringing together over 270 objects from 36 museums and private collections across Britain and Europe.  Opening on March 31, it is expected to become one of the UK’s must-see exhibitions to support studies of Roman Britain.

Through a number of hands-on workshops, primary school pupils will be able to explore the sculpture on display in the exhibition, before creating their own sculpted figure, inspired by the ‘genius cucculatus’ figure on show.  There is also the opportunity to meet Septimius Rufinius, the Yorkshire Museum’s own Roman soldier, who needs advice on whether to leave the Roman army now that Constantine has taken control.  An additional interactive ‘soundscapes’ workshop will equip children with digital audio recorders to capture the sounds of Roman life. 

Secondary school pupils will have the opportunity to explore the legacy of Constantine’s rule in more depth.  Activities will include a tour of the exhibition and short presentations on aspects of Constantine’s life, including the use of political and military power, home life and Constantine’s tolerance and promotion of Christianity.  Pupils will also have the chance to handle original Roman objects and discover how to find out more about history through the objects left behind.  

A teachers’ pack supports the exhibition and will be sent free to all schools who book a visit.  It contains activity sheets, background information and lots of ideas for supporting classroom activities.  A preview on April 4 gives teachers the chance to meet the learning team to find out more about the education opportunities within the programme.  

Director of Lifelong Learning, Martin Watts said:  “Constantine was Britain’s very own emperor, so the exhibition brings to life a vitally important part of our heritage and culture.  Through out exciting schools programme, children unfamiliar with this period of history can appreciate its enduring effects today, not only through reading or being told, but by exploring the beauty of artefacts, which tell the story of how people lived.”

Ends

For information about school visits, contact:

Eloise Drouet at York  Museum Museums Trust
Tel 01904 650333

groupbookings@ymt.org.uk
The Yorkshire Museum is open 10am to 5pm daily.

Group admission:

Under 5s FREE

Children £2.00

Students (16+) £2.50

Adults £3.00
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Claire Price or James Darley at Chelgate

Tel 020 7939 7939

cp@chelgate.com or jd@chelgate.com 

 

